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In a hidden corner of the world, there
lived a community of creatures in a place
called Lantern Garden. Each creature had
a tiny lantern on its back, and the whole
garden shimmered() at night, thanks to

the collective(2) lights they shared to keep
the garden warm, bright and alive.
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Each night, the creatures gathered at the
Glowhouse to share their light. It was a place
where ideas bloomed, where tiny sprouts were
encouraged to grow, and where everyone’s
lantern, no matter how dim, was welcomed.
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° The Lantern Garden ¥T' X T @

Among them was Luma, a humble(3) firefly
with a warm, steady glow. She was never
the loudest or the fastest, but her light
was dependable. She selflessly(4 lit up
paths for the lost caterpillars, fixed broken
glow-globes, and cheered on the little
sprouts who had just started to shine.
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“Your light matters, even if it’s
small.” she often encouraged(5)
the young ones.
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But not everyone liked
Lumo’s Iight.
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Crix the chameleon worked in the Glowhouse too.

He did not glow much himself, but he was very good
at making himself seen. Every time the Old Gardener,
a wise turtle who once tended the garden with care,
walked past, Crix puffed up(¢) and smiled widely.
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“Oh, Gardener! | stayed
late again to polish
the lanterns. Just look
at their sparkle!”
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The truth? Crix only stayed late
to be noticed. He left the lights
on all night, draining the garden’s
energy. He did not work or help

others. He just simply made it
look like he did and won over
the trust of the Old Gardener.
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When the lanterns flickered(?) and plants
started wilting from the energy drain,
the creatures whispered.
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“It’s Crix,” they said.

“He’s tricking the Old Gardener.”
‘BREHT T MR-
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But no one said it aloud. They had seen
what happened to those who tried.
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A brave mole once stood up and
told the Old Gardener about it.
The Gardener only frowned(d),
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“I will look into it. | will be fair to everyone.”

‘BRPERN - BEWZTAEAE "

“Sir, | think Crix
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But nothing changed. Sadly, the mole was soon
sent to sweep leaves at the far end of the garden.
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So, the whispers stayed whispers. Out of fear,
everyone kept their heads down and carried
onh working.
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However, when Crix saw how everyone
looked up to Luma and how the Gardener
nodded at her work, he did not like it.
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She thinks she’s special just
because she helps everyone,”
Crix muttered(9). “Let’s see how
bright she really is.”
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Traps were then set for her: missing glow-
dust, wrongly labelled seeds, and lights
turning off during important tasks.
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Soon, creatures began avoiding Luma — not because
they disliked her, but because they did not want
to become the next subject of whispers.
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Luma began to dim. She kept working...
but quieter now. She avoided the Glowhouse.
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“Maybe it’s better not to shine
too brightly.” she sighed.
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The garden changed. Where there was
once warmth, there was now silence.
The garden soon grew dark and cold.
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Creatures started keeping their
lanterns low. They stopped
helping one another. Even the
glowflowers, which usually
opened at night, drooped(10)

in the cold.
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Then one evening, a tiny voice spoke while
Luma sat on a leaf looking out over the
darkening garden. It was Pip, a baby
sprout with a flickering bud light.
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“Why don’t you shine like
you used to?”
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Luma gave a tired smile.
EINMEtE K-

“Sometimes...when you shine
too much, others try to put
you out.”
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Pip tilted his tiny head.

SEITE/ -

"But when you shine, it helps me see.
| used to fear the dark, but then | saw you.”
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Luma paused, and her heart stirred(1).

BISEM S— INhBFTHdE(8)

She looked around the garden. So many unmotivated(12)
creatures, working away quietly. So many lights, hidden
behind worry. The darkness did not come from the sky,
it came from fear.
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That night, Luma rose into the air and glowed as
brightly as she ever had.
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Not to prove a point. Not to please the Old Gardener.
But because she remembered who she was.
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Her light shimmered through the garden, reaching
tired wings and fading hopes.

Seeing her light, the community felt inspired again.
Slowly, one by one, they flickered on their lanterns.
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The Old Gardener, sitting by his pond, looked up.
Mt ER T iekesk -

He did not understand why the light returned.
But in the hush of the night, he murmured(13),
“Well... isn’t that something.”
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And Crix?

He slunk deeper into the shadows.
But when enough lanterns glow
together, no shadow lasts for long.
s 2 HE ?
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In the hush of the night, the Lantern Garden
shone once more.
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MORAL OF THE STORY #ENEBAR

When you feel tired, rest, but do not quit. Even when
whispers and shadows try to dim your light, kindness
and courage still shine the brightest. Keep shining. You
never know who needs your glow to find their way.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT BEMa

Have you ever felt like Luma — wanting to help,
but feeling discouraged?

IFERBERERE—& BESEBIA ARXBETE?

Why do you think some people (like Crix) act like
they are helping, even when they are not?

RARNAHABEA (BRBE) SREEEE) Khr
&R 7

What would our homes or schools be like if more
people chose to shine quietly, like Luma?

PURBINIREBIAZREBFESARED—FRAMALIE
SRTARES?

When someone shines their light by being kind,

honest or helpful, how does it affect those around .
them? £ \'
LUHANBIER  WSERFTIMAREN - X IEEH . \ (
ANBH AR ? |

Can you think of a time when someone’s small 0\
act of kindness gave you courage? & '
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° LET US LEARN SOME NEW WORDS '

1) Shimmered: shone softly with a gentle light.

2) Collective: when everyone helps or does something
together.

3) Humble: do good things without showing off. .
4) Selflessly: helping others without thinking about

yourself first. .
5) Encouraged: made to feel brave enough to try
something.
6) Puffed up: to act more important than they are.
7) Flickered: blinked or moved like it might go out.
8) Frowned: an unhappy or worried face.
9) Muttered: said something very quietly (usually

when feeling upset or unhappy).
10) Drooped: bent down from being tired or sad.

11) Heart stirred: felt something strong inside, like
hope.

12) Unmotivated: not feeling like doing anything, even
when you should.

13) Murmured: spoke in a soft and quiet voice.
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Tips for Parents &R LN

This story is about quiet courage, kindness, and the power of
staying true to oneself even when it is difficult. Use the
questions and tips below to guide reflection and meaningful
conversations. We hope this story encourages young hearts
to keep shining and to recognise the light in others too.
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Before Reading [JisERl

e Set the Scene &S EH: Tell your child that this is a story
about a garden full of glowing creatures and one firefly
who makes a difference. Ask: What do you think it means
to “shine” even if you are small?
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e Introduce Key Concepts T8 4#2ig: Briefly explain ideas
like kindness, courage and jealousy in simple terms.

BREERER - BS - fFFILC -

During Reading [#)isEc
e Pause and Reflect E{E523%E: When Luma helps others,
ask: How do you think she feels when she does that?
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e Explore Feelings &/ 5: When Luma begins to dim, ask:
Why do you think she is feeling this way?

=ISRIBBYEHIEZE Y > ILUD - REF/MATAZHIL ?

* Notice Reactions W&/ MW: When Pip talks to Luma, ask:
What do you think about Pip’s words? How do they
make Luma feel?

SRE TN - JLAO : RERNSIHIRBH AR ?
EBIRIrTEBtAZb?

After Reading [[BJi%fE

e Connect to Real Life &EEEISL: Ask your child, Who is
someone in your life who shines like Luma? How can we
be like her?
AE3%ZF : IRBDBERBEEIB—FERANNA ? HIVE
AW PRI — 4 2

e Encourage Expression ggp)RiA: Invite your child to draw
their lantern and write or talk about what makes their
light special.
BEZSTBLEEREFECH/NIE BHFREXLENSTEA
ftamisal

» Reinforce the Message 3R{L{ER:
Remind your child that being kind and
true to themselves, even when it is
hard, helps and encourages others to
find their way too.
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Awaken Publishing designs, writes, publishes, and
distributes free books on Buddhism.

As part of Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery,
we aim to help readers gain insights into their life's
journey through our Dharma book titles, children’s

series, and our bilingual magazine, Awaken.
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kmspks.org/awakenonline

Scan to view the vast catalogue of our published titles
and the latest issue of Awaken magazine.
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Let us honour the Buddha and share his teachings with others by supporting
the production cost of Dharma books and materials for free distribution.

{85 HOW TO DONATE

D

FH & X 1T CASHLESS
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To make an online donation,
please visit:

kmspks.org/make-a-donation

("i& 7 “Printing of Dharma
Materials” 1= B iE BB18 50 5 57)
("Please select “Printing of Dharma
Materials” and type in the
donation amount.)

¥ E CHEQUE

HEBEUXZEAXBEH
B, AEHNEXIXRLT:
Please cross your cheque payable
to “Kong Meng San Phor Kark
See Monastery” and send it to:

Kong Meng San
Phor Kark See Monastery
Awaken Publishing
88 Bright Hill Road,
Singapore 574117

BEXERAEREREES
“Please include your name and contact
details behind the cheque.
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AEFAFHNFEL
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Please visit our Front Office
to make cash donations.
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Opening Hours:
9am — 4.30pm
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You will be issued a receipt
for the donation.
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If you have any enquiries, please call (65) 6849 5342 or e-mail publication@kmspks.org.
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Every donation counts towards the propagation of Dharma and we want to thank you for sharing this journey with us.
May the blessings of the Triple Gem always be with you and your loved ones.
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In a garden where everyone glows,
what happens when fear dims the light?
LEEVEMPBLEANTERE,
435185 Sot, ki 2 i9ME-D?

In Lantern Garden, every creature carries a light.
Luma, a humble firefly, shines not to be seen,
but to help others see. When shadows of
envy and silence begin to spread, will she
still have the courage to glow?
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