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Preface

On Vesak Day 2018, conditions finally ripened to enable me to publish my
first book of Buddhist cartoons, “I Ask The Buddha”. | thank the Abbot,
Venerable Kwang Sheng, and the publishing unit of Kong Meng San Phor
Kark See Monastery for giving me this opportunity that allowed us to
promote this novel form of transmitting the Dharma.

The book was generally well-received and accepted by the vast majority of
readers. | received a lot of positive feedback, which gave me the motivation
to further create another Buddhist cartoon book, titled “Drawing Out the
Buddha Within”.

The rationale for the title of this second book is simply the hope that
readers, having read the first book, would find continuity in this book and
gain new insights.

Both books share similiar content, focusing on Buddhist teachings.
However, the distinction lies in my effort to simplify the more profound
teachings and incorporated them into the second book.

Lastly, | hope that all readers will allow themselves some space to reflect
on the compassion and wisdom underlying the Buddhist teachings after
each cartoon. This is the ultimate aim of this book.

Amituofo!

Respectfully,
Robert Yeo
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B ANEFBERLIH
X3 TERE B FHIEE

All of us can attain Buddhahood
because we have the “genes” for it.

2% EBAHRY "BERET EHEHREIRA
1" 1B fusRBEEh!

sharing | guess the “genes” for attaining Buddhahood
refers to the inherent “Buddha nature” we each
possess. Amituofo!
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What are “genes”?
| only know
AFEA R “HRA” 2 Buddha nature.
Do humans have the “genes”
to attain Buddhahood?
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Blessed people live in blessed places.
Blessed places are meant for blessed people.
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sharing
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Buddhists often say, “Blessed people live in
blessed places” because wherever blessed
people stay, the place will become blessed.
Conversely, “Blessed places are meant for
blessed people” means that blessed places are
destined for blessed people only. Those without
such blessings will not be able to stay there for
long. Amituofo!



& A 09 R e Mo
AL RABH

Wherever blessed
people stay will
become blessed.
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This is a piece of blessed
land, but the family
staying here encountered
many misfortunes this
year...You'd better not
buy it!

#a Mo A YA A B

Blessed places are

meant for blessed
people to stay.
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The Buddha was a human in the past.
Humans are Buddhas in the future.

#E 2 50025F], BPAESIEN TNFIE/RGE,
FRLAMEEE R IOk A7 . BERIIEZS
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sharing The Buddha was a historical figure who attained
Enlightenment more than 2,500 years ago under
a Bodhi tree, so he was a human from the past.
Now we are learning Buddhist teachings so that
we can become Buddhas in the future. Amituofo!
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Attachment is the main conduit
for rebirths in the six realms

$
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RELZF TIFZIRNELETLIE, ETEE
NE ET, BREEEX BR[O
PRLL "HRE" MEEESKEL. f9RReEh!

sharing Sentient beings experience countless lifetimes
of births and deaths, and yet are still unable to
break free from the suffering of the six realms,
due to attachment. Thus, attachment or craving
is the main cause for rebirth. Amituofo!
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It’s difficult to save sentient beings.
They know the suffering of cyclic
existence and rebirths but still cling
to the six realms.

Xi&
Heavenly
realm

AiE

Human
realm \ﬁ”g =2

Asura realm
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1523
Hungry Gh(i$t

Animal realm

FhGdm, RFEHEK,
B! ERSIERE L0
Take him to hell! Harbingers from the Netherworld,
I’'m not going to hell. | want to be
reborn in the heavenly realm!
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Will “hugging the Buddha’s leg at the last moment”
allow one to be reborn in the Western Pureland?

$
it

REEBRAYER T, B HZF=IRM(]—E
EEEDRL, BEUEAER—HES. £l
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sharing \\Vithin one’s limited lifespan, to be able to get
acquainted with the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
and embark with them on a journey towards
the Western Pureland is highly auspicious.
Amitabha Buddha had vowed in one of his
48 Aspirations that he would receive anyone
who chants his name sincerely ten times into
his Western Pureland. Amituofo!
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B LK AGRER —BREL!
JFeR e EE{%& iug !
That we are able to finally meet
means that we have good karmic ties!
All right, come along with me!

BE AR ik 2K, 18 AR,
BT LK ITART !
Since | have the good fortune
to meet you,
| shall never let go of you!
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Taking refuge in the Buddha — the Buddha is like a teacher
who points out the way.

Taking refuge in the Dharma — the Dharma is like a map.
Taking refuge in the Sangha — the Sangha serves as a guide.

2E ERBNEWSZEBIA, MAAFEIEE
M—EBREK=F (Hh. &, ) . FER
=FRAFLE— /AR SKRANIR, bt
e LFRFES - RIK=F B2, X
B SRARIR 2 18! s RBeh |

sharing | have many friends and acquaintances learning
Buddhism who think that it is not necessary
to take refuge in the Triple Gem (The Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha) as they study Buddhist
teachings. To me, taking refuge is akin to a
young child who seeks knowledge.

First, the child has to register at a school to
begin his education... Taking refuge is the same,
this is the path to liberation! Amituofo!
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PRI
Taking refuge...
does it really lead to the path
of liberation?
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With compassion and wisdom, examine
issues from different perspectives.
Only then will the outcomes be

holistic and mutually agreeable.

BE

sharing

ASANZEEBFE. F3F, EBHIEEX
B ARM S BAARE, ’i/\)\,ugiﬁﬁf
BECHAREEDR, MARBRERER. &
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Conflicts and disagreements often arise because
people approach the same issue from their own
narrow viewpoints. They tend to see things
only from their perspectives and are unwilling
to examine the issues with compassion and
wisdom by considering alternative viewpoints.
Amituofo!
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Why don’t both of you

exchange your standpoints?




aouspuadapiaiu| @%

T\ 550\
*III— ARBEOJREK"?

What is the connection between “collective karma”,
“individual karma” and “karma of the past,
present and future”?
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sharing “Collective karma” refers to a group of people
planting the seeds of good or bad karma together
in the same place at the same time. Subsequently,
they will experience the consequences of their
joint activity together. “Individual karma” refers
to the severity or gravity of the individual's action
within the group activity. As a result, what they
subsequently experience will also differ in severity
or gravity. The above explanation is intricately tied
to one’s karma of the three lifetimes. Amituofo!
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Within one’s karma of the past,
present and future (three lifetimes),
there is “collective karma”
and “individual karma”.

X L)L 4E
A3 R A
Bt —H
This baby escaped
the calamity!

200450k, LT HRBAKE V20T AAL
B RAES PHA “EL” 5 AL AL,
At least 290,000 people died or went missing in the 2004 tsunami.
From this disaster, we can see both collective and individual karma playing out.
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Rich people migrate to enjoy life.

Wise people migrate to the
Western Pureland to become Buddhas.
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sharing Many people dream of emigrating overseas, but
few have thought about heading to the Western
Pureland. This is because many of us believe
only what we can see in front of us, and only
the wise believe that there is such a wonderful
place waiting for us. Amituofo!
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Excellent,

R B|IAE K7 follow me!

Where are you
emigrating to?

At 4 #R &,
REH KB ALY
You didn’t bring
anything, where are
you emigrating to?

Immigration
Counter

France.

REHRE BT H L,
BT VAT 4 48R A A |
| want to go to the
Western Pureland,
so | don’t need anything.
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In Buddhism, one’s birthday is known as
The Day when Mother Suffered

(a.k.a.

sharing

“The day when father worried and mother suffered”)

FHAEGHERN ‘SR  XR—XRERXEF
REMINEF . FNEFIITFLR, 5T
MAREEIEHNLGF . FrLAS T IR ERT,
BRI T REHIE. 7. BZE FUsREEHE!

*REELAB—A “HiRXERERRE fF
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In Buddhism, one’s birthday is known as “The day
when mother suffered”. On this day, one’s parents
suffered tremendously. The father worried about the
lives of both mother and child, while both mother
and child struggled between life and death. Hence,
when we celebrate our birthday, please remember
to be grateful to our parents for giving us life,
nourishing and teaching us. Amituofo!

* Parents can obtain and share with their children the
“Sutra on Filial Piety”.



B AR R B,
METXERZLFZREXENG B T,
FE AT R B AT
When you celebrate your birthday,
remember that on this day,
your parents suffered. So you should
express gratitude to them!

FFHERT!
T i |

The baby’s coming out!

Push harder! (s

EA, &RA,
EAAREAT!
Doctor, I’'m in great pain!
| don’t want to give birth
anymorel!!



aouspuadapiaiu| @%

B A R aas

AR ARR?

Why do Buddhists not take the “five pungent roots”
even though they are vegetables?

sharing
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Many people often associate the term “non-vegetarian”
with (Z8) “meat”. In reality, its definition should be
clarified as follows: Alliums categorised as pungent
vegetables are avoided by monastics and strict
vegetarians as they give rise to unpleasant odours when
eaten, cause irritability when eaten raw and stimulate
sexual arousal when eaten cooked. Leeks, onions, garlic,
chives and scallions constitute the five pungent roots.
Eating meat is represented by a different Chinese word
"BE" with the radical part "H", which historically signifies
meat. Amituofo!



“BT BRRLAREE,
/]"9_;% ......
The alliums are vegetables,
but...

111_2\;95 “%” ?
What is this?

HEAREE,
RAHZ “FE”
Wt REE FE R RRE?
| sell vegetables, not meat. He’s the one
selling forbidden food, meat.
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What is the difference between
“abstinence” (%) and “vegetarian” (#%)?

sharing

REABIXTHFESZEUIRZL. =
LB, REENEXEXERE (&, 7.
EX. FE DF), BEEBRI—IPAE
(R ZAAXRFTR, THFB, FH. @
HAFAA) o PITRReER!

Many people do not understand the difference
between the words abstinence (%) and vegetarian
(#%). In fact, a vegetarian diet refers to a plant-
based diet without the Five Pungent Roots (leeks,
onions, garlic, chives and scallions/green onions),
whereas abstinence is to observe certain precepts
or rules (for instance, Buddhists observe the Eight
Precepts, Ten Observance Days, offering to the
Sangha, whereas Muslims observe their fasting
month.) Amituofo!



WHEA NXFR,
EHELE “FRAT
Bt VA5 R —FF A o
Buddhists observe the Eight
Precepts, while Muslims
observe their fasting month, so
abstinence (%) refers to
ritual observance.

R R,
AR A i
AR EA JFSL,

/rﬁ: “iia:‘z:/gk” b
KRARER A FR,
Venerable, you do not eat
after noon, so I've prepared
your favourite ritual food.

No...no...they are
vegetarian food,
not ritual food.
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What is the reason for greeting others
with “Amituofo’?

sharing

W—LEREBRENAMS, —8 "R
B BAZERIIHEZ =208, FRAEITR
0¥, % “PuUskBedd” IHERENT 8 .
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People who do not know Buddhism think “Amituofo”
is only chanted when someone dies. Hence, to be
greeted with “Amituofo” feels like one is wishing
them dead. In fact, Buddhists believe that greeting
others with “Amituofo” will bring them joy, a
benefit that they can reap immediately, without
waiting until their moment of death. Amituofo!



R AT T X
A7
Did | say
something wrong?

A FAEA 5T !
A5 R 3 ALY | Don’t curse us
This Buddha’s name is only to die early!

chanted when people die!
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Can one recite the Repentance verses
on another’s behalf?

NBH, B=EBtE=KE., BA=FKE
MRMEZEE, SlEEPEDEE. T8,
[BlE, BliIREKEABRENEZHEN]
B IH!\ B\, XFEBNZTEEHBEHF
=B, ffsRReEs !

There are three good and three bad realms within
the six realms. Beings in the three negative realms
are unable to chant sutras, repent or dedicate
merits for themselves. They can only rely on beings
in the human realm to help them do so. In this
way, they will be able to depart sooner from the
lower realms. Amituofo!
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This will do too! Then even
the cats or dogs can repent!

@‘@ ) y$ 2 !
Thank you,
Venerable!

All the misdeeds that | have committed since beginningless time
Are caused by avarice, anger and ignorance

Manifesting as bad behaviours, speech or intentions

| fully repent for all of them.
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Liberating lives is liberating ourselves

sharing

EBHR/N\EEF, B8R “IEd”
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Within the Eightfold Noble Path taught by the
Buddha, there is “Right Livelihood”. This means
that we should engage in occupations that accord
with the precepts, especially the precept on not
harming or taking lives. In this cartoon, everyone
(the chef, videographer and customer) created bad
karma of differing degrees in the same restaurant.
Amituofo!



ARG, ETTHETL,
ik A B R T
Human ignorance is the cause of immense negative
karma. Let me pray for these poor sea creatures
first so that they can be reborn in better realms!

AT EE AN

B R PR IR
Why freeze the

live seafood?

X —FPH RO

SRR TWE R R AR E P
T BCAVERE PR L, WF i JE R IR ) KA P e |
RXAEEHEE, This is a novel method. It’s
Freezing the sea creatures in better that they freeze to death,
temperatures below minus rather than to be cooked to
four degrees is to let them die death in scorching heat!

painlessly. The owner does it
out of compassion.
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If you’re not even afraid to die, why fear living?

sharing

‘RRBRESHE - SO EZF
BANSZFENEEERKERE, FHH
IMARBEREE “—7H7T" , IABEHE.
T, BRE—IPFHT, SE=FER
EEZE, BENNEERBEEBERMERM
BE, B—Maid. fIaRpc!

Every family has its difficulties. Some youths
and elderly choose to settle their problems by
taking their own lives. They believe this is the
end to their problems and they will not suffer
anymore. In Buddhism, suicide is a misdeed that
will lead to rebirth in lower realms of misery with
even greater suffering. It is a delusion to think
that suffering will end with suicide. Amituofo!
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R REEE—K,
It’s too painful
to continue living...

I only have to
suffer once if | die.

B 0 &

F I kiF o
Pining for his children ARE FLAR M
and grandchildren to FAMERT G2
visit him day and night. You are not even afraid
to die, why do you fear
_— \'Jr"
AR—RY not being able to live?

ZR—y

A big quarrel every two
days, a small argument
every three days.

KA %
Jobless for a long period
of time.
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FEAE ST hE?

Will organ donation hinder Buddhists
from going to the Pureland when they die?

BE

sharing
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(=) EpEEXREE, E8ZFENRD, RS
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REGULN=17544, BMEESFIHEET . fg
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Donating one’s organs after death does not prevent one from
being reborn in the Pureland, as long as the deceased fulfils
three criteria before his demise:

1) He voluntarily donates his organs.

2) He has constantly meditated on “Emptiness” while he is
still alive. He realises that the physical body is a fleeting
phenomenon and gives up any attachment to it.

3) While alive, he evokes great compassion and undertakes
the Bodhisattva’s vow to benefit others. He knows that his
donated organs will help others to live on. If the deceased
does not possess the above three criteria, then it will be
difficult to be reborn in the Pureland. Amituofo!



BAELEEEN TR

The deceased must fulfil three
criteria before his demise......

,..%;éﬁ;é{]%%'g’n ’f‘@j&ﬁﬁ-;ﬁg‘;?*ﬁ ﬂj’i"
A full plate A E L ae42 A% 17
of organs He has donated all his organs,

how can he go to the Pureland?

*EREER (fHE) B87IR, FEMIRIE. — BB LMRAEATHR
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Wailing and touching the body may cause
the deceased to be reborn in the lower realms
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Buddhists believe that after a person has died, one
should not touch the body, or cry in front of it, for the
next eight to twelve hours. Doing so may trigger anger in
the deceased because of the pain. Not able to maintain
right mindfulness and a good state of mind due to anger,
the deceased descends into one of the three lower
realms. Amituofo!
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| dedicated my entire life to chanting the
Buddha’s name for this moment...My son, why
are you crying so hard at this critical time?

A
o BT —NFET,
RAFAR LA 05
Look! He’s such a filial son,
sobbing so bitterly.
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All phenomena are empty, karma is not empty.
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BRI, PURBEES!

There is a saying that “we are born without any possession
and can take nothing with us when we die”. This expresses
what “emptiness” means. However, the Buddhist perspective
on emptiness is different. Buddhism regards all phenomena
as empty, karma as not empty. This does not mean that karma
is the exception to the emptiness of all phenomena. Instead,
it means understanding all phenomena from the integral
perspectives of absolute truth (emptiness) and relative truth
(form). In terms of relative truth, all phenomana as form are
dependently arising and karmic, dependent on causes and
conditions and karma; as such, "karma is not empty". As all
phenomena are simultaneously empty (absolute truth) and
form (relative truth), integral and not separate, the good or
bad karmic seeds we have planted in the past and present
lives follow us like a shadow. Amituofo!
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All phenomena are simultaneously
empty (absolute truth) and form
(relative truth), integral and not
separate.

B RE A A Lk
o, AL AT,
P G%ARRRE,

All phenomena as
. form are dependently
Emptlness arising and karmic; as
such, "karma is not

. . ) A
Reality i There will never be
eality is empty. .
anything.
AR R
FRERE?

So, is karma empty
or not?
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Introspection
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The fluidity of water enables it to adapt
to all kinds of situations in the world
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2R BEE BET, PBRELFE HIRT
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SWERERI—IR. FMIMAHFHREK
—1F, BRIESYINERD, NFRSAF
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sharing |f one wants to cultivate “endurance”, it is
imperative to first learn how to be “pliable” like
the fluid nature of water. Only after adapting
to one’s environment can one blend in with it
Humans need to learn from water when we handle
problems by detouring around obstacles. There is
no need to compete or fight it out. Amituofo!
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M F L, NRFZIE,
When confronted with an
obstacle, water flows around it,
without fighting it.

KRBT R R IR

Water nourishes all living —A

things, without seeking
compensation.

K A AEARAL 7,
MR G A Sk,
Water invariably flows
down and does not
compete with others.



uonoadsoliul EEHIN

1'5217, 7 737@_%%

Our practice is not to see the Buddha.
our practice is to see ourselves.
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To see the Buddha during our practice is auspicious.
This means that you have cut off desires, the
discriminating mind and attachment. However,
the real practice is to see clearly the positive and
negative aspects of your own mind. Amituofo!



X RAA—A
EA BT AR
This is only a frame
without any mirror!

i A2 ¥R 2.7 7R 2 A7 R, RAEBNETE
Where is the Is there a B H A W
Buddha? Buddha? Venerable, | saw that my

reflection in the mirror
is...the Buddha!



%Efi/\ THED
SKEFH/ET1E7?

Can people with dementia seek rebirth in the Pureland?

uoipdadsouiu| m@

3
ot

FEESZR, LEE (Lifk: AeRERE) 2
—HMRAE. BE BB LEXNEE, K&
AICIZEB=IER . MRBEEBRZBIEEE
FX—H#HS, BiFRsSSREEMRE—
ERICIZE . [asRpefE!

sharing Dementia is a medical condition that causes
people to lose their memory progressively. If they
have continuously chanted the Buddha’s name
before their diagnosis, perhaps they will be able
to recall it until the end. Amitoufo!



EARITAFZ a5,
KL REFNRB) BT AL
e A
Since you can still recall the
Buddha’s name, | shall lead you to
the Pureland...Come with me!

A &g —47,
BREET, RiTiE
| have already forgotten
everything, except...

BT kX CHZEGT
h¥Eas T HRG—,
Once you drink this soup,
you will forget everything in
your past life.



uonoadsoliul EEHIN

X—ER RN
=R NERIBREHE R

our lives are enriched by different experiences
like our palates by different tastes

22 ANEHBR R, B—EF=ERTAZE
RIBR. BH. . . BTER. MH. FH. &R,
NEFRIER - A21S7? FITRFH !

sharing | ife is like a table full of dishes with different
tastes. Within our lifetime, we encounter sour,
sweet, bitter and spicy experiences. Our lives are
enriched as a result, don’t you think? Amituofo!
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WNRE MNMPER
fth2RE(RRY

Someone who wants to harm you
is here to liberate you.

sharing

HEIRHIAN, BASERERE? BBFA)
MENBHRIBERE . —PASHBER,
ERAEENY, FAME—REE, BRE
ST, LT =RMHBEMR. S3A0)
BT HANESZRIR, RNABZS
S, B FiE. [lEEXS, MYHEER
FHIES , FUREEH!

Why would someone who wants to harm you be
present to liberate you? Well, have to understand
this, must adopt from a Buddhist perspective.
The individual intending harm and oneself are
bound by negative karmic ties forged in past lives.
The bad seeds have now ripened, so the person
comes to seek revenge or repayment. Once we
understand karma, we should keep chanting the
Buddha’s name, reciting sutras, repenting our
past misdeeds and dedicating the merits to that
individual, so as to establish good karmic ties for
the future. Amituofo!



A REARN
No...
I’'m here to free you.

A5 E K
Don’t hurt me!
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EAETEZ
{F=REHYIR SR 7

What is the realm of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas?

sharing

EATEREAEBEZFIRR? EE
FHRABEABRNLE ﬁAAMﬁﬁﬁ
FRRARZLRNE DTSR RS
AR . RIZZRFE, BUEESLT
RER T . XBIFRRENNKAIER
el BosRBEf !

What does it mean to be born in the realm of the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas? | guess every Buddhist
will have his or her own interpretation. Personally,
| believe that this realm means that we immerse
every single thought on images of the Buddhas
or Bodhisattvas. It is a very serene and joyful
state of mind, like being born in the Lotus Pond
of the Pureland. This is just my own idea as a lay
practitioner! Amituofo!
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EER
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No meeting if there is no prior karmic connection

22 IR BN BEXR AR, BBEEA
AN, FHESDFE, B—ReEENGH,
MM ARMBIEFSNA . BITREER!

ic: slEXTENRIEF.

sharing |f the reason people meet is to seek revenge
or repayment, then | would rather not meet. All
Buddhists should aspire to become Buddhas, not
vengeful "superior" people or "inferior" people.
Amituofo!

Reminder: Do not live your life bearing grudges.



EF R+ ERE.

"Superior" people wait for the
right opportunity to retaliate;
even if it’s ten years later,
it’s not too late.

MRV R SIS

"Inferior" people
seek vengeance
from day to night.

7 AL,
AL TSR

7 s it better to meet,
or not to meet?

AR T Jn il
KA 4 &5l
That depends on
what the karmic
cause is.



uonoadsoliul EEHIN

5%l
BTl
migrEFTA

Every Dharma practice is really a gateway
for spiritual cultivation. Whether to practise or
not depends on the individual.

2% BUNEREIIHESHSEE], EEBHR,
FRLMEITERIET A . BUSREER !
sharing Every Dharma practice is an expedient means

towards Buddhahood, leaving the choice to
practise or not entirely in our hands. Amituofo!
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AR AR T B —iH 1,
T VMEAT B0 TAA
When the Buddha closes a door,
he opens another.
It is up to the individual whether
to practise or not.

Q
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The Two Exemplars of filial piety in Buddhism.

sharing

NI RS, o RIEEBRESFRMREST:.
HAXREE ZLEEZEF, HELMNERE
N, —2EE, 5—UREE. RIS
wINEEREE, MBREERREES( 222
FEa” Ak A BALETH) TR REMF
ZHpefHERZEE .. fITRRLi!

When | just started learning Buddhism, | often
confused Elder Maudgalyayana with Bodhisattva
Ksitigarbha, because both of them are renowned

for their filial piety. Actually, they are two different
persons. One of them is a Bodhisattva, the other is
an Elder Monk. Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha liberated

his mother from the hell realm, whereas Elder
Maudgalyayana liberated his mother from the hungry
ghost realm (The “Ullambana Prayer Ceremony”
originated from Elder Maudgalyayana). For us mere
mortals, we should strive to be filial while we and our
parents are still alive. Amituofo!



ith i E = iE
Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha

Q)

Q@
BRESE
Elder Maudgalyayana
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REEE AR
A = EE1T

The true practice is to apply and experience
the Dharma in your daily life.

22 ORI ERFREIEARMAELT, (REsEAI

EEFHRREEINBREEEEINRER.
BalS/REE |

sharing \When you incorporate the Dharma in your daily
life, you will realise that all the little details in
daily living are intricately linked to the Buddhist
teachings. Amituofo!



R— % Fm A
BwREEPAaema.
Well, you will only know the
answer when you apply the
teachings in your life.

/f,ﬁ,?,uﬂ'— ’
RT3 %,
H % T2
Oh, Buddhal!
How true are your
teachings?
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H8—H
HEAE BN F

A day in the human realm feels like years in hell.

22 AXGMIE ‘ERWNFE" RKESHIKAR
FIZIEHENLANER . FISREEH!
sharing | use this phrase “a day feels like years” to describe

the very long and painful suffering that beings in
the hell realm must endure. Amituofo!
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ANREBAET BRI
MmETERINME

Life should not be measured by how long or short
it is, but by its value.

2% BAXBEEBESNR, AIEXNERMNS, B
WA T NERIEE, METERIREMmET
ENNE - A2B? gi205F, EBIIIE
TMERHIEF . IEATHRE. F2, I
EMFHBIERF. &, 2T KRR
F, B RE, REFRERTHE)LA)
Bl FIRETLA] . XEFRIEEAMNE? [T

RBEH |

sharing This cartoon may seem a bit sarcastic, but for me
personally, it depicts how a human life should not
be measured by how long or short it is, but by its
value. Do you agree? In our first 20 years, we live
carefree. Then, we toil like beasts of burden for our
family and children. Finally, we grow old and our
bodies become frail, so we can only stay home,
waiting for our children or grandchildren to visit
us. What is the point of having such a long life?
Amituofo!



R EMAREKF,
AR 25 AR e ?
Oh, Buddha! Since all of them
RRFT ST do not want to live long,
You’re too please give me
greedy! their lifespan! Y R
BMAERKF,
Oh, Buddha!

We don’t want
to live that long.

Ay

A =204
4 =304
I = 304
») =305

Longevity Chart
Human = 20 years
Cow =30 years

ik fe f F AT,
N Ed) "J’ Hﬁr’:%\ﬂ, ‘ T AL R Fre)
Mk RFERPE, Let him live a hard life toiling

And when he becomes old,
he will be like me, just staying
home and guarding the house.

like a cow or horse during
his middle age.
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S

As we shift our minds, circumstances change,
allowing us to overcome any pandemic or virus.

sharing

INSHIFIA, EREETIIAIXBOET . R
FINE—BEFNELL, PR IIX

ISR o

thic: FIEREVEMFZEIK ., [UIRRE
35!

Whether a situation is good or bad depends on
how we perceive it. As long as we maintain a pure
and compassionate heart, we can overcome the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Reminder: Stop killing living things and eating wild
animals. Amituofo!
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Be= 7 BEIS
YA NENESE:

Give and receive

BE

sharing

NERSREREZENEZE, —BBC ‘&%’
—RAE, —EREERRE BRI BX
RYElH . (BFHZENRENRILIGEBIES—
LRAfE, NAEXTHRHSEIEZAIMGR, BB
A REERREAERE . fUREEsh!

Mere mortals often harbour greed and believe that
once they have given something, they must receive
more in return. However, Buddhism believes that
when we give to others, with the wish for them
to receive even more, that is the true compassion
underlying our giving. Amituofo!



A IR 4R F Ak AL AR

“/%\——‘4%" ﬁ ”»”
“—fTFH Only by donating
P T LD joyfully will you receive

“Give one and receive abundantly in return.

abundantly” is the true
Buddhist teaching.

/7
/ 5}@ '&GG
@‘@sﬂ@?f?“
WA TR °e BE O
g |

Fo —F EER.
Gambling is
“losing nine out of ten times”
and has nothing
to do with giving.

'8
w"

Q)
</
(3 ST IO\

X IOl

AL,
AR R AR
Uncle, please donate
to charity!

Sk R EWY BT F&KIZX$100,
R A “F7 RS
e S L
Let me first “donate” this $100 to the
casino. If | win big, then | will donate
some to charity.
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K T T 2 5
RERX&KEj(—“Br‘

The worldly Bodhisattva alleviates suffering.
The great Bodhisattva endures it.

sharing

RREODERBERE, BRRHERIEF. AL

ARDRZESZME, B RRUERIAE .

BalSRRE {3 !

tean: wRENEFEE N TFE. RitEHX
ZFRERIPBRERBEXREIFE, BAM)
MBREE —REAZRBH LSRR LRITE .

To alleviate suffering out of compassion is the
work done by Bodhisattvas in the world. The ones
who endure suffering out of compassion are the
great Bodhisattvas of heaven and earth. Amituofo!

Example: Worldly Bodhisattvas refer to volunteers. Great
Bodhisattvas refer to caregivers and family members caring
for critically ill patients at home, because they experience
the pain and suffering of their sick family members.
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The First Precept is Not Killing.

sharing

RoAEEEH, NEHBRBROA
o NEERNHRBFEEFTXAAM -
EETHBEXEERMIEE, UN=ERE
FERERERNENREAREEE, A5
LREEIFIBNERRERERERT .. A
FLFNME T . PR !

The Five Precepts in Buddhism prohibit killing,
theft, sexual misconduct, improper speech and
intoxication by drugs or alcohol. All Buddhists,
whether they are monastics or lay practitioners,
abide by these precepts. The butcher in this
cartoon is ignorant and falsely believes he is
helping to release the beasts from the realm of
animals. However, he disregards the fact that all
living things want to live and fear death. Observing
the first precept of not killing helps us to avert
creating very negative karma. Amituofo!



T8 %% A,
AL T v 7
Slaughtering other living things
creates very negative karma.

REFCMAZLEEMNT0 BEFE AE -
EAMFLAR! E2AREZETLR?
| slaughter them so that they will be released early
from the realm of beasts. What’s wrong with that?
How can | be creating bad karma?



AERERE
HE—MIELT

Do not make the killing other living things a hobby.

$
qut

BIABECHREY, XE—MHEFSE. IJ=2
MREBEFRBEIIRE, BBEEMN IS —H
HFET. (de: H&, R BFF) IR
g8

sharing |t is good for people to pursue hobbies. However, if
one’s hobby involves harming other living things,
then | think it becomes unwholesome. (Example:
fishing, keeping little birds etc.) Amituofo!



X R ET,
XEFAE,
This is not a hobby.
It is killing.

R IRE
KRB I SN E S
| have a craving for fresh fish
during my pregnancy
this time round.

AR, AR R ET
hBErL S V&, KLEH.
No problem, fishing is my hobby.

| will catch all the fish
you want to eat.
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Abortion is killing.
Miscarriage is perhaps an end to a karmic affinity.

sharing

S22 ) LiEEE AR RERERF AR R,

BRieEls, BMErERY . RrBiFa

ZILNRE8 —E%Ep%ﬂ’\]f% , BT RERIL

RATRAY. NEEIRILE R, HIEES
22kl . FusRpes !

Abortion is forcefully terminating a growing foetus’
life within the womb, and is an act of killing.
Miscarriage may be due to the foetus having very
weak karmic ties with the parents, or coming to
repay or seek repayment of a past karmic debt.
Whether the baby is aborted or miscarried, we
need to pray and dedicate merits to the unborn
child. Amituofo!
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ANB W
IMZRGE

Feeling grateful because of you

2 BN, VERE . 2, —MER
ROMAR—MIRIOA . MEEFHA,
RIDBRIRERN, FRERA. ARG

sharing “Feeling grateful because of you”. Yes, a grateful
person is a contented person. One who counts his
blessings and is contented will always feel happy
and do not have greedy thoughts. Amituofo!



)éf(”

AN

=

B

ik & Ak 18 AR

Thank you, Buddha!

It is my great blessing
to encounter you!

PR 2

Bless me...

PR 3K,
Bless me... PR 2K,

Bless me...



IZZ=EEEZT157?

Is vegetarianism a practice?

sharing

HAINT iR, RAMUFET, MREE
THOBIZME . MRIZEZE1T, BB,
F. SR, BIEEIEIALARES
%, BBACIHBEEZITIE? fsRRsE!

We should understand that becoming a vegetarian
is not the practice, it is an auxiliary means to help
our practice. If vegetarianism alone suffices, then
wouldn’t herbivores like cows, goats, horses and
other living creatures with even more wholesome
diet than ours also be practising Buddhists?
Amituofo!



W, ReLE,
KRS ATRY
Venerable,
| am vegetarian.
Does this not constitute
my practice?

. F S E,
AR AT I A A ATD 7
Cows, goats and horses
eat grass too.
Are they practising?



S EuRENTE
R R HEN

Buddhism advocates the cultivation of compassion
from a young age.

uonda|aYy

22 FRIBRRINENCAZINREARE, A
LIRTE2, 5002 %R, #A T IXMEISTS@E
FEZ, SISSNIRERFEEZD . T
SR, TEERPEFR, BAZMNINE
BRI AN CHIARER . BsREERS!

sharing More than 2,500 years ago, the great Buddha
employed the wisdom of “expedient means” to
teach compassion to the masses, acknowledging
the varrying capacity for understanding among
individuals. In our modern society, we should use
this same approach to educate the young, whether
at home or in school, thereby nurturing their
potential to contribute positively to the larger
world. Amituofo!



RRAFHFE D,
P R AR —FF
If you don’t study hard,
you’ll end up just
like him!

T 4F K Hm iR
PR T A A By AAT
You should acquire
knowledge so that
you can help others
like him.

A,
PR T P 3, AR T
Venerable, Mum, he’s so

he’s so pitiful. pitiful.
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%UBEE%THJJ\

Do not hinder others’ religious beliefs
on their deathbed.

2% A\fEtE, FERFEECHRZSIERM
%A)\E’J{aluo R T IRERS, BINE
EREFTHEMRERAERE—E. @
SRBE B !

sharing \\/hen we are alive, we need our religion to boost
our confidence. As we are dying, our faith becomes
even more crucial to see us through our final
journey. Amituofo!



ZEF, B RO ERAZC,
B RNELAR—2],
H— A ARG
Old lady, you must keep your faith.
When your time comes,
| will surely come to receive you...

1,
W 7]
Buddha,

what shall I do? \\\\“_

B, KBRS KRG FH,
RARAR AR,

AR DRAR G A IRARGY S5 F oy
Mum, you have to follow my religion
because | will not take care of your funeral
arrangements according
to your beliefs...
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The sharpest knife is a wicked tongue.

sharing

ANERILIREFIF T RRERIREIRAY, —YIPTIS
ETWEBAFIENINS . O &, BB
HEERREEIT, #5IEWARIRIIE, IR
BE#!

B EHFOPAIERE ‘87 .

If we truly understand the Buddhist teaching
that all good or bad karma are created through
our body, speech and mind, we will be able to
grasp what this cartoon is trying to convey in
the conversation between the bladesmith (knife
maker) and Buddha... Amituofo!

Reminder: Guard your sharp tongue well!



~
Lo AT A g B A 0G4,
R g AR A A0S
A wicked tongue that doesn’t
guard its words is the sharpest
knife, because it can pierce
another person’s heart.

A+ 4 8] g B A G 87
Oh, Buddha! What is the
sharpest knife in the world?



EFNUERSEER
BT =EISEZ

We always think of fighting to win,
but forget that we may end up losing more.

2E RRANFE, FRT, FERT
IREANS, ST, BIEXT .
RIS, ST, BXRT .
FEREAE TR PUsRREEs!

sharing Fighting to win with one’s family, one wins but
loses the kinship.
Fighting to win with one’s spouse, one wins but
loses the love.
Fighting to win with one’s friend, one wins but
loses the friendship.
Finally, one fights till the end only to lose one’s
health. Amituofo!



LARAA “F7 w9 R
K A FE AL AT,

L FThREZmT! |
When you decided to
“fight to win”,
you have already lost!

X BAMARTEET,
RELLWT?
We haven’t even started
this chess game,
how is it I've lost?



BEERIA
I SERB LEEN

A confident person thinks positively.

sharing

FREZ D ANGEEHIXRZE AR . Fx
INABBEENARREN. JRAIEEM
STHERHIE O . INARN], EYHC. IRk
g8

| wonder how many people grasp the humour in
this cartoon. | believe that confident people are the
most beautiful. However, too much self-confidence
can transform into arrogance. Therefore, young
readers, do remember to strike a balance. Amituofo!



R E LAR?
How was your flight?

Bt AR AN
— AR KA — AT
It felt great! Everyone
started clapping when
they saw me.
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No waves without wind.
No effects without cause.

BE

sharing

IRBNAS, XERWERT. kA R 2
EHRY, IRBXNE, BBREAZRR? PR
BIIRGE, ARIP, e —KREESZ. F
#esr, W—EBTH, NEBEARRMOIX
(= S G Ar

Without wind, the water surface is peaceful without
a ripple. Similarly, without any cause, there is no
resulting effect. That is why Buddhists believe that
the law of cause and effect (karma) is infallible:
good begets good and bad begets bad. As Buddhists,
we must understand that karma drives the wheel of
cyclical existence (continuous rebirths in samsara).
Amituofo!



T B R R
No effects without
cause.

TR AR,
No waves without
wind.

X FF ey K,

ARG 4 £
This peaceful lake
is serene like the

Buddhist Pureland.
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Cultivate wisdom, not supernatural powers.

sharing

NEBEEAD, HE (#) BBIEBRET
MEBIEE, MASHE. BASMET
EFigwme, TEREREEBHEEBN IS
LEAREFIRRRTR . PR !

No matter which Dharma practice one cultivates,
the Buddha taught that we should be developing
wisdom, not supernatural powers. The Buddha
discouraged practitioners from cultivating such
unusual powers primarily because they could
mislead or corrupt others. Amituofo!



ARAS- 33X AF 04 AP 38 s
JH A R AR
To be able to perform such Buddha.
supernatural feats shows
he’s a “living Buddha”.

Wow! A living



S SEIEYIEE LS.
e
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Both animals and plants are living things.
Why do vegetarians eat only vegetables (plants)?

uondasey

2% AROE, BYSHEENIMEEED,
NOUREE RBEIZHR M A BNz 2
R? &5, HMNEBANPERIR (e
AE, AAFZIE) , B SEMIESRHET
= “HEV (AkerpwER) , AREE
AR . PSR!

sharing Many people ask why vegetarians eat only
plants but not animal meat when both plants
and animals are living things. Firstly, we have to
understand that animals have consciousness (they
feel fear when they are about to be killed), but
plants and vegetables have life force (the ability
to grow) without the consciousness to feel pain or
happiness. Amituofo!
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H A 6 T
“AEMT , BRER!
Actually, plants have life
force, but do not experience
pain or happiness!

B 4 Fe AL AR A Fo Bl
AR Zh 4y Fo LM AR R % T Ao
Both animals and plants are living
things. So, we should not kill
either of them...
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Can a sick person take medicines made from animals?

BE

sharing

BEE—TIAERIRI, TINEEER. 81
EHEZRBNEEXRRE ., B—FMEHE “FF.
g, 55,87 o BRROMEIERRY, FEZER. LITE
MIMBIZRILMERZE: 1) TREBCHIEmERRE
BRERRE. BT, %Fﬂ%%?@%,2ﬁ
TREES, IRESEIMIRSHNEY), X2EHRE
#, XWEE MR “F?%” s “FFE .t B
RENE, ShEFE. XM ERNEantES

—ERIINE ., FasREE !

Buddhism is a sensible religion that does not impose rigid
requirements. Every precept should be examined with
wisdom to determine their applicability. Every precept has
its exceptions, scope, observance and violation. All Buddhist
precepts should be flexibly applied, not rigidly enforced.

The following two scenarios can be used as reference:

1) Those who would rather sacrifice their own lives than violate
the first precept of abstaining from killing will, due to their
strict observance, be reborn in the heavenly realm and avoid
descent into lower realms. 2) For those who consent to the
use of medicines derived from animals to preserve their own
lives, such action is acceptable in Buddhism and is termed as
"initiating contact" or "making exceptions". For example, upon
regaining their health, they commit themselves to propagating
the Dharma for the benefit of others. Such meritorious acts
will also benefit the animals whose lives were sacrificed for
the medicines that facilitated their recovery. Amituofo!



BEER
KT PR
Rules should be
applied flexibly. There

are exceptions to
every rule.

R I AR
N T, TR
BIFAR A IR
Only this medicine
made from an
animal can cure
your ailment.

RRFR, RREHRA

SRAIEN L A AL B AR5 A
No, no, no! I’'m not taking XA R —DHiE

any medicines made
from animals.

My sacrifice will result in
medicine that can save lives,
so | acquire some merits too.



REFF B PP TR AW
MNP 5 ST i ik 0 HOE

A Note to Readers
After you have viewed every illustration,
please take some time to reflect
on the message conveyed
so that you can benefit
from the Buddhist teachings.
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B AN | DONATION METHODS

Bt — A, EAHEAR

TuE Girr oF THE DHARMA ExCELS ALL OTHER GIFTS.

— Bupbha

MREBEMRRPELLGE GEE) MEN, BURBNRESHES

REHHTIY.

Let us honour the Buddha and share his teachings with others by supporting
the production cost of Dharma books and materials for free distribution.

B

TR & F{T CASHLESS

ST T TS 0 i 5T AR
To make an online donation,
please visit

kmspks.org/make-a-donation

("I 7 “Printing of Dharma
Materials” #= B iE B 15 50 #50)
(‘Please select “Printing of Dharma
Materials” and type in the
donation amount.)

{85 HOW TO DONATE

X ¥ CHEQUE

HEREUZEAXEN
BRI, ARBNEXRLT:
Please cross your cheque payable
to “Kong Meng San Phor Kark
See Monastery” and send it to:

Kong Meng San
Phor Kark See Monastery
Awaken Publishing
88 Bright Hill Road,
Singapore 574117

BEXERTIRERBES
“Please include your name and contact
details behind the cheque.

B&Z{F CASH

AEHAFHFSL
PRI
Please visit our Front Office
to make cash donations.

]
Opening Hours:
9am — 4.30pm

THIERE, EilEE
ELEYIR,

You will be issued a receipt
for the donation.

MAEEMEEE, 5% (65) 68495342 XA E publication@kmspks.org TRE L.
If you have any enquiries, please call (65) 6849 5342 or e-mail publication@kmspks.org
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Every donation counts towards the propagation of the Dharma and we want to thank you for sharing this journey with us.
May the blessings of the Triple Gem always be with you and your loved ones.
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“ By submitting this donation form, you agree that Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery may collect, use and disclose your personal data

for the purposes of processing donations and performing donor relations activities and communication in accordance with the Personal Data
Protection Act 2012 and the monastery’s privacy policy available at kmspks.org/privacy.



Awaken Publishing designs, writes, publishes,
and distributes free books on Buddhism.

As part of Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery,
we aim to help readers gain insights into their life's journey
through our Dharma book titles, children’s series, and our
bilingual magazine, Awaken.
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kmspks.org/awakenonline

Scan to view the vast catalogue of our published titles and
the latest issue of Awaken magazine.
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