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Along the old street of Chinatown
stands a century—old mom—and—pop'"
grocery shop. The shop owner, Uncle
Chen, is the third—generation successor
who has been running this friendly
neighbourhood grocery shop for more
than 70 years.
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Though the shop is old and dingy'?/, it is
patronised* by his regular customers,
neighbours, and passers—by. They would
relax along the five—foot way, casually sip ‘
tea, play chess, or chat with one vanothe T
just like buddies. -
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Uncle Chen is very contented and comfortable with his
current lifestyle. At his age, he no longer wishes for
anything more in life. With his “laid—back” way of
running his shop, he does not operate a cash register.
He trusts his customers to pay for their purchases

by dropping their cash payments into a money box at
the entrance of the shop. His business has only been
mediocre */, giving him just enough to get by each day.
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One sunny afternoon, an antique merchant visited

the grocery shop for a cold drink. He saw Uncle Chen
taking a nap on a wooden chair. Upon closer scrutiny"”
of the beautiful craftsmanship of the chair, the
perfection of Lines, the mortise and tenon joinery
the merchant was astonished!”' to find out that this
chair is actually a priceless possession.

—XPF, —HESECBARNESH L,
BEAXSHRMERTHRBOHRES

LtRE. B, ERTEEEFRDN
iR, ERGEENBRAAF
BARREKRE, RRAEERR
gtRE'w [IARRERRE ] -

-



10



—

That handmade folding wooden horseshoe—back
chair had been used by a travelling official during
the Ming Dynasty. Only six of its kind in the
world, this highly sought—after “huanghuali”
furniture, made from rosewood, was last sold at
an auction in Hong Kong for US$17.5 million.
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The merchant took a long time
to assess the value of the chair.
Finally, he decided to wake
Uncle Chen up: “Boss, 1'd like to
offer you US$20 million for this
chair that you’re sitting on.”

RASTHTRR, RERELKIE
MEE: “EiR, BESL{N20007% T
LR ARE! 7







J‘/L Still in a daze from his afternoon slump'®, Uncle
Chen exclaimed: “No. No. It’s not for sale!” He
chased the merchant away and continued his nap.

4 To Uncle Chen, this antique chair is unique and
y priceless. It was left behind by his grandfather
7/ and imbued"“' with it were a lot of memories from
V three generations of the Chen family. It was
also an iconic''®! symbol for his grocery shop.
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However, after knowing about the value
of the chair, Uncle Chen could no longer
live in peace. He used to leave the chair
unattended along the five—foot way

but has since moved the chair into the
shop and was afraid to use it for fear of
damaging it. At night, he could not sleep
well as he was worried that someone would
break into his shop to steal the chair.
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News of the
valuable US$20
million Ming Dynasty
“huanghuali” furniture

in the old grocery shop
soon spread throughout
the neighbourhood and
on social media. Uncle
Chen’s life was totally
messed up, as everyone
started to flood into
his shop to view and
take photographs
of the chair as
well as to look
for more hidden
treasures in
the century—
year—old
shop.
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Antiquarians!", connoisseurs''?! and antique
collectors from all over the world came to visit Uncle
Chen and offer sky—high prices, to purchase the
chair and the grocery shop. His regular customers
and neighbours were no longer able to get together
at the five—foot way due to the huge crowds.
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After a fortnight of madness, the
antique merchant who visited the
shop before came back and once
again tried to convince Uncle Chen
to sell the antique chair to him.
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Frustrated by all that was happening,
o  Uncle Chen immediately summoned'”
his neighbourhood buddies and shouted:
Y “This chair is priceless and 1’m not selling
- it to anyone for any amount of money!”
R

Upon saying this, he sawed the wooden chair
into pieces.
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Finally, Uncle Chen’s life was back to normal. He

continued to run his grocery shop. The spot where
the Ming Dynasty “huanghuali” chair used to be

placed was then replaced by an ordinary—Llooking

rattan chair. Most importantly, Uncle Chen could
continue to chill, take his afternoon naps, an
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In life, many things

might lead us to wrong

directions, Llike wanting to be
famous or having lots of money. If we
get too caught up in these things, we
might Lose the freedom to be happy and
peaceful. Money cannot buy important
things, like having good friends and
enjoying our time. So, it is good to be
grateful and satisfied with what we
have and appreciate the things that
truly matter.
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Vocab Uigry ‘

Mom and pop: A small family—owned business.
Dingy: Dirty or gloomy.

Patronised: When someone goes to or visits a place,
to support or make use of its services.

Mediocre: Average or ordinary.
Scrutiny: Close and careful examination.

Mortise and tenon joinery: A type of joint that
connects two pieces of wood or other material
together.

Astonished: Extremely surprised or amazed.
Slump: A cozy and quick sleep in the day.
Imbued: Filled with strong feelings.

10. Iconic: Widely recognised and easily remembered.

1.

Antiquarians: People who study or collect
antiques.

12. Connoisseurs: People who have expert knowledge of

something.

13. Summoned: To gather or bring people together.
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Activity

Let us see how detailed you can be. Search and circle the following
12 words hidden in the puzzle. Some of the letters in the grid are used
more than once and the words can run in either a forward or backward

direction; vertically, horizontally or diagonally.

antiquarian dingy mediocre scrutiny
astonished iconic mortise slump

connoisseurs imbued patronise summon
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After reading:

*

Discuss with your child why Uncle Chen cherished his old chair
and what it meant to him. Ask them if there is something in their
life that holds similar importance and why.

Explore the concept of contentment with your child. Ask if they
find happiness in appreciating what they have. Share your own
thoughts and experiences about finding joy in simple things.

Drawing on Uncle Chen’s interactions with his customers, discuss
with your child the importance of trust in relationships and how
it contributed to strong connections.

Reflect with your child on why Uncle Chen prioritised inner peace
and simple life over money. Encourage an open dialogue to help
them develop a deeper understanding of Life’s priorities.
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Awaken Publishing designs, writes, publishes, and
distributes free books on Buddhism.

As part of Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery,
we aim to help readers gain insights into their life's
journey through our Dharma book titles, children’s

series, and our bilingual magazine, Awaken.
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kmspks.org/awakenonline

Scan to view the vast catalogue of our published titles
and the latest issue of Awaken magazine.
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Let us honour the Buddha and share his teachings with others by supporting
the production cost of Dharma books and materials for free distribution.
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TH&ZfF CASHLESS

AT AT R i 5T BRI :
To make an online donation,
please visit

kmspks.org/make-a-donation

("i&E % “Printing of Dharma
Materials” 1= B £ B #5 3k 40 57)
(Please select “Printing of Dharma
Materials” and type in the
donation amount.)

H{AT#E 5k HOW TO DONATE

>

X ¥ CHEQUE

HEBEUXEAXBIR
R, REBNEZELT:
Please cross your cheque payable
to “Kong Meng San Phor Kark
See Monastery” and send it to:

Kong Meng San
Phor Kark See Monastery
Awaken Publishing
88 Bright Hill Road,
Singapore 574117
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“Please include your name and contact
details behind the cheque.

&+ CASH
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Please visit our Front Office
to make cash donations.

A1
Opening Hours:
9am to 4.30pm
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You will be issued a receipt
for the donation.

MAETEERE, B (65) 6849 5342 B FLHBE publication@kmspks.org THRE £,
If you have any enquiries, please call (65) 6849 5342 or e-mail publication@kmspks.org
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Every donation counts towards the propagation of the Dharma and we want to thank you for sharing this journey with us.
May the blessings of the Triple Gem always be with you and your loved ones.
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“ By submitting this donation form, you agree that Kong Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery may collect, use and disclose your personal data
for the purposes of processing donations and performing donor relations activities and communication in accordance with the Personal Data
Protection Act 2012 and the monastery’s privacy policy available at kmspks.org/privacy.
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Uncle Chen’s peaceful life takes a
surprising turn when a traditional
wooden chair, passed down for
generations, causes a big fuss in
the neighbourhood. Now, Uncle
Chen has to decide: should he stick
to his simple life or go after fame
and fortune?
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